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as before. But even that is not the end of the worship of
the Artificers. He again crumbles a cooked yam, but this
time he does not mix it with red oil ; he goes to the entrance
of the homestead and prays again to the loom : * He among
the Artificers who does not relish yarns mixed with oil, let
him come and take the white yam and eat it !' From
there he goes again under the house-door and prays : ' He
of my guardian gods and he of the watchers of the house
who likes not yams mixed with oil, let him come and take
the white yam from my hand and eat!' From the house-
door he steps into the midst of the chamber and says :
c He who relishes not the yams mixed with oil, may eat the
white ; he who relishes not the white may eat the red ; and
he who relishes not the red may eat the uncooked !' With
this prayer he has completed his duties as house-priest.
Just as the weaver prays , to his loom, so the hunter prays
to his musket, the smith to his hammer and anvil, and the
carpenter to his plane and saw.

" Now, while the free people begin to cook the yams so
soon as the priest has left the town, the slaves of the Earth
Gods, the Trokluwo, must first as children perform their duties
to the priest of their gods. Each of these children receives
from his parents on the morning of the Yam Festival two
pieces of yam, which he brings to the priest of his god. The
priest cuts off a small piece of the yam and divides the piece
again into four pieces. The child kneels before him and
lolls out his tongue. Holding two of these pieces of yam
in his hands, the priest utters a prayer over the child and
touches his tongue five times with the pieces of yam. Then
the child stretches his hands out, each of which the priest
touches five times with the same pieces of yam and prays
as before. Then he touches both feet of the child five times
and prays for the third time. He takes half of the cowry-
shells which the child has brought, fastens them on a string,
and hangs it round the child's neck. Thereby the child gets
leave to eat new yams.

" After all these preparations the yams are pounded into
a mash, and every one calls his brother, that he may eat
with him. When the meal is over, the people are called
together to amuse themselves and to drink palm wine, In